
  
REPORT TO BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

June 23, 2015 
 

Dan Parr, Director of Education 
 
 
SUBJECT: Establishment of a French Immersion Program in Wallaceburg 
 
PREPARED BY: Laura Callaghan – Principal, Christ The King Catholic School 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Information regarding the exploration of French Immersion programming in Wallaceburg was 
shared at the March 24, 2015 Regular Board Meeting.  Approval was granted to conduct a survey 
to determine interest in this option for Catholic families.  
 
The survey data indicates that 36 families completed the survey, either online or in hard copy.  
The information in Table 1 indicates the home schools for these families.  
 
Table 1 
 
 
Home School 

 
CTK 

 
Sacred 
Heart 

 
St. 

Elizabeth 

 
Holy 

Family 

 
Other 

Number of completed surveys  
(36 total) 

16 4 4 5 7  
1- moving from          
Hamilton 
2- French Catholic 
1- not identified 
1- Florence 
2- Non Catholic 

 

Table 2 illustrates the number of potential students by grade for September 2016 and into the 
future.  The survey also indicated that there are many families who are interested in French 
Immersion programming for their children, but whose children are not yet school age.    
 
Table 2 
 
 
Home School 

 
CTK 

 
Sacred Heart 
 

 
St. Elizabeth 

 
Holy Family 

 
Other 

FDK Registration 
Sept. 2016 -- 23 total 

14 3 2 2 1 French Catholic 
1 Non Catholic 

Grade 1 Registration 
Sept. 2016 – 6 total 

2 1 1 2  

Future registrations 
(20 total) 

8 4 4 2 1 French Catholic 
1 Non Catholic 
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Although this preliminary data suggests that there is not presently sufficient interest from parents 
for a Grade 1 entry point for French Immersion, the interest at the FDK level is strong, with a 
potential class of 23 students.  This is a very encouraging result – Ministry funding identifies 26 
as the class size for FDK.    
 
The preliminary data also indicates that the school most greatly impacted by this option is Christ 
the King.  This would permit a smooth transition, with most students simply moving into the 
French Immersion stream at the school.  It would also create a minimal shift of students from 
other St. Clair Catholic schools in the Wallaceburg area. 
 
An information night was held on May 21, 2015 at Christ the King Catholic School, to present 
this information to parents and to answer any questions they might have.  Each parent who 
completed a survey was invited through a personal phone call and follow-up emails.  The 
evening was well attended, with approximately 35 parents present.   
 
Our information panel included Superintendent of Education Deb Crawford; Renee Culverwell, 
Principal of Monsignor Uyen Catholic School (a French Immersion school); Deb Lachine, a 
primary French Immersion teacher; Amelia Vilaranda, UCC Department Head; a French 
Immersion student and a French Immersion parent.  It was an excellent meeting, which gave 
parents an opportunity to ask questions and learn more about French Immersion.  There was not 
one negative comment.   
 
In addition to the meeting, there have been ongoing calls to the school to ask about registration 
and French Immersion programming. To date there have not been any negative calls or 
questions. 
 

However, if the Board approves a French Immersion program for Christ The King Catholic 
School, there will be some questions from parents, which will have to be addressed going 
forward: 

• Transportation details; 

• Boundary review – what will the new boundaries be for current Christ The King families 
who do not opt for French Immersion programming, and when will these new boundaries 
be decided; 

• If current Christ The King families do not opt for French Immersion at JK, can older 
siblings also enrolled at Christ The King, also change schools. 

An important goal of the Board’s strategic plan is to have a Catholic school system that is the 
first choice for all Catholic families in our region.  This is accomplished, not only through the 
excellent faith-based education our students receive, but also in the educational programs we 
offer.  By implementing French Immersion, which through our survey parents have identified as 
a program they desire for their children, we are helping to accomplish this goal. 
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French Immersion would also assist in the retention of our Wallaceburg students to our Catholic 
high school, as Grade 8 students continue their French Immersion studies at Ursuline College.  

Overall, I can say that I am pleased with the survey results.  Although, at this time, I cannot 
recommend the establishment of a French Immersion program at Grade 1 for September 2016, I 
can say that I believe the interest demonstrated by the survey is sufficient to recommend an entry 
point at FDK, beginning in September 2016. 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
That the St. Clair Catholic District School Board receive the report, Establishment of a 
French Immersion Program in Wallaceburg, for information. 
 
That the St. Clair Catholic District School Board approve the establishment of a French 
Immersion Program at Christ The King Catholic School, beginning with Full Day 
Kindergarten in September 2016. 


